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Topic 2

Vehicle Information Section
Vehicle Configuration

Cargo Body Type

GVWR/GCWR

Bus Use

Hazardous Materials
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Vehicle Configuration
• Record the code for the configuration of the vehicl e.
• Codes 1 & 2 will only apply to vehicles that are le ss 

than 10,000 lbs. GVWR/GCWR but qualify because they  
are transporting hazardous materials.
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FMCSA 
“Ticket Book/Visor” Card

Examples are also included on the back of the  555D .
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Vehicle Configuration

• Provides information about the general size 
and design of the motor vehicle.

• Used to evaluate the types of motor vehicles 
that have the most crashes and the 
effectiveness of various safety counter-
measures.

• See manual Appendix for definitions and 
examples.
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Cargo Body Type
• Record the code for the cargo body of the 

vehicle.



48

FMCSA 
“Ticket Book/Visor” Card

Examples are also included on the back of the  555D .
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Cargo Body Type

• A description of the vehicle's primary cargo 
carrying capability

• Information is important in helping FMCSA 
make decisions on regulatory strategies for 
different types of motor vehicles.  

• See manual Appendix for definitions and 
examples.
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Common Questions:
Cargo Body Type: What should be used for 
truck/trailers with more than one valid cargo body 
type (e.g. – dump truck pulling a flatbed trailer)?

Answer: Use the cargo body of the power unit 
unless the power unit has no valid cargo body 
type (e.g. – pickup truck pulling a box trailer).

Dump Van/Enclosed Box



51

Vehicle Weight Definitions…

• Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) means the value specified by 
the manufacturer as the maximum recommended loaded weight of a 
single motor vehicle.

• Gross Combination Weight Rating (GCWR) means the value 
specified by the manufacturer(s) as the maximum recommended 
loaded weight of a combination (articulated) motor vehicle. This is for 
truck tractors and single-unit trucks pulling a trailer(s).

• Gross Vehicle Weight (GVW) used for enforcement purposes 
means the greater of the GVWR/GCWR or the Actual Weight, 
whichever is higher.

• IMPORTANT: Since many times the actual weight of the vehicle is 
unknown by the police officer investigating the crash, FMCSA uses 
the GVWR or GCWR for consistency in crash reporting.
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Common Questions:

GVWR – Trailer = 20,000 lbs.
GVWR – Truck = 11,500 lbs.

GCWR 31,500 lbs.

•The driver of this vehicle should have a Class A CD L 
as the GVWR of the Trailer is greater than 10,000 l bs.

•A vehicle that is less the 10k lbs. GVWR may exceed  
10k lbs. GCWR (Reporting Criteria)

Why use GCWR?
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GVWR
• GVWR is based on the "least" carrying weight 

of the axles, springs, tires, wheels and frame.
• Rating applied to each axle (Gross Axle 

Weight Rating – GAWR).
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GVWR 
Location

The weight ratings, 
including GVWR, can be 
found on the 
certification label 
located on the:
�driver's door or door 

frame 
�cab behind driver’s 

seat
�driver-side visor

DRIVER’S 
DOOR
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GVWR 
Location

Second-stage 
manufacturers may 
add an additional 
GVWR plate, which 
can be a yellow 
sticker located on 
the door frame.
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GVWR Location - Trailer
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� Single axle trailers are 
normally rated between 3,250 
and 5,000 pounds GVWR.

� Double axle trailers are 
normally rated at 7,500 
pounds GVWR and above.

General Guidelines for Trailer GVWRs

What about smaller trailers where the GVWR 
information is sometimes not available?

GVWR 3,500 lbs.

GVWR 7,500 lbs.

Common Questions:
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CHP 555D – GVWR/GCWR
Instruction Manual
GVWR/GCWR: Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) and Gross Combination Weight Rating 
(GCWR) are manufacturer designated weights, not the loaded weights from the bill of lading or 
the scaled weight of the vehicle. GCWR is the sum of all GVWR's for each unit in a 
combination-unit motor vehicle and should be used when recording the weight of qualifying 
combination vehicles. The use of GCWR to determine selection becomes especially important 
when vehicles that would NOT qualify by GVWR alone are involved in crashes when pulling a 
trailer.
Record the applicable category for the single vehic le’s gross vehicle weight rating 
(GVWR) or combination vehicle’s gross combination w eight rating (GCWR).  This 
information is found on the certification label loc ated on the driver's door or door 
frame, cab behind the seat or driver-side visor.  T he label for trailers should be affixed 
to a location on the forward half of the left side.
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CHP 555D 
Bus Use

Instruction Manual

Bus Use: Indicates the specific category of passenger 
transport in which this vehicle is engaged. Record the 
applicable bus use for this vehicle.
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Bus Use Definitions
• School (Public or Private) – any public or private 

school or district, or contracted carrier operating 
on behalf of the entity, providing transportation for 
K-12 pupils.

• Transit – an entity providing passenger 
transportation over fixed, scheduled routes, within 
primarily urban geographical areas. (e.g. – Metro 
Transit Bus or Trolley on tires)

• Intercity – a company providing for-hire, long-
distance passenger transportation between cities 
over fixed routes with regular schedules. (e.g. –
Greyhound)
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• Charter – a company providing transportation on 
a for-hire basis, usually round-trip service for a 
tour group or outing.

• Other – all bus operations not included in the 
previous categories. These include private 
companies providing transportation services for 
their own employees and others (hotel shuttles, 
etc.), non-governmental organizations (such as 
churches and non-profit groups), and non-
educational units of government (such as 
departments of corrections).

Bus Use Definitions
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Hazardous Cargo....

Refers to any substance or material which has 
been determined to be capable of posing an 
unreasonable risk to health, safety and 
property when transported in commerce.

Hazardous Materials Involvement
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• A diamond-shaped point-on-point fixture, 
comprised of various colors, which should 
be located on all four sides of a vehicle 
which is carrying placarded hazardous 
materials. 

• Hazardous Materials may be present 
even though no placard is displayed on 
the vehicle.

Hazardous Materials Placard
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Hazardous Materials Placards

Nine classes of Hazardous Materials
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• Table 1 - Vehicles transporting any quantity of 
explosives (1.1, 1.2, 1.3), Poison Gas , 
Dangerous When Wet , Organic Peroxide, 
Poison Inhalation Hazard, Radioactive

• Even deposit of trace amounts

• Table 1 Includes Hazard Class or Divisions: 
1.1, 1.2., 1.3, 2.3, 4.3, 5.2, 6.1, 7

Continued....

What Vehicles Require Placards
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• Table 2 - Vehicles transporting over 
1,000 lbs. of Other Explosives, 
Flammable Gas, Non-Flammable Gas, 
Flammable, Combustible, Flammable 
Solid, Spontaneously Combustible, 
Oxidizer, Organic Peroxide, Poison, 
Keep Away From Food, Corrosive.

What Vehicles Require Placards
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Common Questions:
• Can a vehicle be required to have a hazardous 

cargo placard with only small or trace amounts?  
YES – Table 1*

• Are there certain quantities for certain hazardous 
materials to have a placard? 
YES if over 1,000 pounds – Table 2*

• Are vehicles with hazardous materials required to 
have shipping papers in the vehicle? YES

*  See USDOT Chart 12 – Hazardous Materials
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UN Number 
w/ 1-digit 
HM class

Name w/ 
2-digit 

number

• Record the 4-digit placard number (UN Number) from the 
hazardous materials placard taken from the center of the 
diamond or rectangular box.

• Record the 1-digit  (or 2-digit) diamond number from the 
bottom of the diamond placard.

1203
3 

5.1

Oxidizer or See 
Shipping Papers

X

X

X

X

CHP 555D – Hazardous Materials Involvement
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Shipping Papers for Hazardous Materials:
(From the USDOT Office of Hazardous Materials Safet y):

All vehicles transporting hazardous materials must accurately 
describe and identify the hazardous materials being 
transported in this sequence:

• Proper shipping name (common name) 
• Hazard class or division (should match the number from 

the bottom of the diamond) 
• Material ID Number (should match the 4-digit placard 

number or name taken from the middle of the diamond or 
from the orange panel adjacent to the placard ) 

• Packaging Group 
• Total Quantity 
• Shipping papers must also accurately communicate the 

hazards of the materials being transported and contain an 
emergency response telephone number.
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Shipping Papers
4-digit ID # - 1263 (Paint, including paint, lacquer, enamel, stai n, 
shellac solutions, varnish, etc.)
1-digit Class# - 3 (Misc. Hazmat)
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• Fuel or oil carried by the vehicle for its 
own use is NOT considered cargo and 
should not be reported in this section.

• The intent of this question is to determine 
whether any of the hazardous material
was released.

Was Haz-Mat released from this vehicle’s cargo?

Hazardous Material Released
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1. If there is a spill, record the information for t he 
hazardous material released.

2. If there are hazardous materials present from Tabl e 1 
and Table 2, record the material from Table 1. 
(Table 1 Includes Hazard Class or Divisions: 1.1, 1 .2. 1.3, 2.3, 
4.3, 5.2, 6.1, 7)

3. If there are multiple materials from the same tab le, 
record the material that is present in the greatest  
quantity. 

If there is a situation where a vehicle is transpor ting more 
than one hazardous material by Class and/or 
Identification number, what do you put on the repor t?

Common Questions:



73

1791

1805

In this example, both containers hold Table
#2 Corrosive materials (1791 = Hypochlorite 
Solution and 1805 = Phosphoric Acid). The 
bulk package with the Phosphoric Acid had 
the highest quantity, and would be recorded
in the “Hazardous Material Involved” fields.

1805
8

X

X

Multiple Hazardous Materials Example
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FMCSA 
“Ticket Book/Visor” Card
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FMCSA 
“Ticket Book/Visor” Card


